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a single one of our factories which has been entirely reorganized by the inspiration of the principles of scientific management. I know only half a dozen where partial applications have been attempted. Among these, the St. Jacques Factory at Monlucon, a branch of the Company of Chatillon, Commentry and Neuves House, is the most remarkable example to cite. This factory is directed by Mr. Charpy, an expert, and a correspondent of the Academy of Sciences, who had already begun to introduce scientific methods of work in his factories before he knew of Frederick Taylor's publications, which only encouraged him to persevere in the path in which he had been walking. On the other hand, there has certainly been brought about a widespread stimulation of ideas in the industrial world; I know of it by the many letters that I have received. Moreover, it is possible to give even more direct proof of this. The French translation of the " Principles of Scientific Management/' has been printed in two editions to the number of 8000 copies, of which 3000 have been gratuitously distributed and 4000 sold - representing, then, at least 5000 readers. To-day Frederick Taylor's ideas are familiar to the majority of French engineers: whether they will or no, these necessarily exercise an influence on every one of their decisions. But the name of Taylor is not spoken on that account, and it hardly ever will be, because his ideas can never be applied in our industry until they have passed into the spirit of other engineers and have become their very own.
The advice of consulting engineers, which is considered so natural in the United States, does not